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EDWIN COOPER VAN DYKE (1869-1952) ( I )
VASCO M. TANNER
Brigham Young University
Many there are who study entomology but few become leaders
and authorities in the field. We were bereft of one of these great leaders and authorities in the field of systematic Coleopterology in the
passing, on September 28, 1952, of Dr. Edwin C. Van Dyke. He was
in his eighty-fourth year of life and sixty-second year of activity as a
Coleopterist. His Dutch father came west during the gold rush of
1849 and mamed Rowena Cooper in 1854. Dr. Edwin Van Dyke
was born April 7, 1869. His early boyhood days were spent in the
Oakland, California schools. In 1885 the family moved to Los Angels, where he soon met other young students interested in the study
of insects. Among his early acquaintances was D. W. Gquillett who
helped to get young Edwin started off on the proper ways of collecting and preparing an insect collection. Dr. Van Dyke related how
he was helped in the field as in the preparation of specimens by Mr.
Coquillett
In 1889 Van Dyke entered the University of California from
which he graduated in 1893. He then studied at the Cooper Medical
College in San Francisco from which he graduated with the M.D.
degree in 1895. He then practiced medicine in San Francisco and had
a year of post graduate work in New York City and at John Hopldns
Medical College at Baltimore.
In 1912 he left the field of medicine to devote his whole time to
his first choice of a vocation, that of entomology. From 1913 until
1939 he served in the Department of Entomology at the University of
California at Berkeley. From 1940 until his death he was active in
building up the Coleoptera Collection at the California Academy of
Sciences.
On June 7, 1915 Dr. Van Dyke married Miss Mary Ames. She
was a constant companion and helpmate. She accompanied him on
his collecting trips through the western states; to China in 1923-24;
Europe in 1933; and the Southern States and Florida in 1939-40.
She passed away on May 18, 1940 at Gadsden, Alabama.
(1) Contnbntlon No 134 from the Department of Zoology and Bntornolog~
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M y acquaintance wlth Dr. and Mrs. Van Dyke began in 1990
a n d continued with great profit to me through the following years.
T h e y were very hospitable and gracious with struggling students as
I can well testify. I received m a n y s t ~ m u l a t m gletters from the Doctor. T h e following IS quoted from onc dated June 14, 1939, to show
the enthusiasm and plans for the futurc which he had a t age sixtyfive.
"If we can sell our home or a t least rent tt for a year to good
tenants, we will pack up and leave for the Ozark Mts. about
September or October then move on to Mobile, Alabama and
Florlda for the winter. Spend the spring In the lowlands of the
south and the summer in the Appalachians winding up a t Washington, Philadelphia, and Boston for a month, studying in the
museums and then returmng home vla some northern route
before winter sets ~ n .We wtll travel by auto and be away over
a year After that I will settle In Berkeley or San Francisco,
the latter if we can sell, and carry on a t the Academy.
"We are now rearranging our rooms a t the Academy, walling off one end of the entomology room for a study and work
room for Dr. Blalsdell, and myself. We will both have our scientific librar~esshlpped here as soon as book cases are mstalled.
I expect to glve up my room here at the University by the end
of t h ~ sJune or early July. I have been here twenty-SIXyears,
have not lost a day from sickness, so leave a clean schedule behind. I feel well, am perhaps not quite as virlle as I was years
ago, but sttll able to do a full day's work I have a number of
papers on the way and as soon as I get out, may decide to undertake several of a more wretentlous nature.
"The academy collection is growing strong. We now have
over a mill~onptnned specimens, have recently received many
more thousands and have q u t e a number of large accessions in
the offering. What we need now is money for equipment, curators, and help, w ~ t hthat we w111 boom.
"The parcel contaming the three paratypes of weevils which
you so kindly donated to the academy has been duly received.
Many thanks, they have already been properly ~nstalledin the
collection. If we keep on we w l l ultimately have a first class
series of that Interesting group of weevils."
His desires to have the entomolopcal collection a t the California
Academy grow did not d m i n l s h with age nor h s efforts to get the
Coleoptera arranged i n unit trays slacken, even u p to within a few
days of his death The folloulng from a letter of January 28, 1950
shows his keen interest in the growth of the Academy collection.
"Your very kind letter has been duly received. Such letters
are always welcome as they help us "bug catchers" keep in touch
with each other.
"Yes, we are busy here as usual. Recently we have received
a fine collection of Tenebrionidae from Australia as well as
another named collection of specimens of the same family from
Africa, collected on the University of California Anthropological
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Expedition, in addltion to a very large collection of m~scellane
ous insects, mostly Coleoptera, collected by B. Malcom for our
department. Our additions do not come by the thousands but
by the hundreds of thousands, so you can see that we are continuing to grow. Our trouble 1s that our storage cases and fac~lities do not keep up."
Dr. and Mrs. Van Dyke spent a week in Provo in July, 1935.
We provided them with a cabin at the Brigham Young University,
Aspen Grove Summer Campus at the northeast base of RIount Tirnp
anogos, elevation 6,900 feet. From this point we made collecting

Dr. Edwm Cooper Van Dyke and the writer taken
July 9, 1935, at Provo, Utah. Photo by D E Beck.

trips to several mterestmg areas In the evenlngs around the camp
fire we discussed many challengmg problems, such as the orlgin of
the insect fauna of the Great Basin. HIS summer collectmg which
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took him into Colorado, Northern Arizona, m a n y parts of Utah and
Nevada provided him with new materials from which to draw conclusions on the origin and distribution of the Coleoptera of North
Amenco.
I n the paper given before the Sixth Pacific Science Congress,
held a t Berkeley in August, 193g2his conclusions with respect to the
origin of the insect fauna of the Great Basin are much expanded
over previous statements'.'. Since there is considerable interest in
the insect fauna of the Great Basin, in some quarters a t present, and
also because of the concise summary of the problem, the following
is reproduced from the not too common publication referred to above:
ORIGIN OF THE GREAT BASIN INSECT FAUNA
"Com~ngnow to the subtropical zone, we find two fairly welldefined
faunas. the Sonoran and the Californian. The former is the lareer, now
occupying all of northwestern Mexico, much of northern Mexicoin fact
and much of our Southwest. extending in a modified form through west:
ern Texas Into the territory just east of the Rocky Mountains. where it
dovetalls with the more western part of the Alleghenian, the latter
generally dominating in the river valleys and the former in the higher
lands between, Into the Great Basin, where it forms a more or less distinct subfauna, extending as such as f a r north as Alberta and the Okanogan Valley of Bntish Columbia, and over the Mojave Plateau enters
the San Joaquin Valley in California, f o l l o ~ i n gup along the western
foothills of the Sierra Nevada for some distance as well as crossing over
the valley to the arid ranges of the southern Coast Range and extending
well into southern Monterey Country. All this region is more or less
arid and with verv hot summers. The Sonoran fauna is a Deculiar one
well adapted to itH environment, and, like the other great faunas which
occupy similar arid or semiarid reglons, such as those in Africa Asia
Australia, and western South America, made up of somewhat &nila;
constituents. The dominant groups of insects in this fauna are such
coleopterous families as the Tenebnonidae or darkling beetles the
Melo~dae or blister beetles, the somewhat related ~lleculidae'and
Oedemeridae and a certain large element of broad-nosed weevils like
the ~rachyrhlnae (Otiorhynchinae), as well as numerous genera of
Buprestidae or jewel beetles Other dominant insects than the beetles
which favor these areas are the Bomybliidae or bee flies and the Asilidae
or robber fhes among the Diptera, and large numbers of solitary wasps
of various families. The great portion of the adult beetles are nocturnal
burymg themselves In the sand during the day, and most of their larva;
are subterranean in hablt Others, like the Meloidae and most of the
weevils after they reach maturity, remain in their pupal cells in the
ground or safely tucked away in their old pupal chambers until times
of abundant rainfall, when they sally fprth. The fauna is thus a sharply
defied seasonal fanua. Other peculanties are that a great many of the
species are apterous in both sexes, whereas in others the females only
Van Dyke EdC 1939 The On@ and mtxibubon of the Colmpterous Insect
Fauna of '~orthAmenca, Sixth F a d e Saence congress VOI.4, pp 255-269
Van Dyke EdC 1919 The D~stnbohonof Insects m Western ~01thh e r i a
A m ~ n t o Soe
'
Amer Vol 12. pp 1-12
(4) Van Dyke Edwin C 1929 The Influence W l u d ~Geogra h i d Distribution has bad
In the ~<odu&onof the h e & Fauna of North h e & . Fourth InternaL Cong
Ento.. Ithaca. N Y VoL 2. PP 555-566
(2)
(3)
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are aptemus and capable of laying great numbers of eggs while the
males, on the other hand, are provided w t h good wings, l a r i e eyes and
very highly developed antennae. Many of the nocturnal forms are'somber in color or with very little color, the diurnal forms often gray, and
many of them very hwry, as is true of many desert plants. Though so
very distinct and highly modified, I am convinced that most of this
fauna has been derived from the Neotropical or South Amencan fanua.
The fauna has also been evolved, 01: most of it, in its present terntory
or very close to it. Wlth the exception of a few genera that are some.
what worldwide m mstribution or more or less concentrated in the arid
arts of the world, all the tmlcal genera are dlstlnct from those found
& the more temperate or no&ern-faunas. Their affmihes are entirely
with the fauna to the south. In some ways the fauna is a very old one,
probably early Tertiary, judged from the degree to which the insects
have diverged or been modified from their ancestral stock. In other
ways certam elements are rather modern, as is shown by the fact that
int6rmediate forms are sWl in existence, lmlung the more speciahzed
with the more generalized types. The faunal evolution 1s also still actwely progressing. The above mentioned facts are in agreement w t h what
the geoloests and paleontologists have generally asserted, that the
territory in which the present Sonoran fauna dwells has long been a
more or less barren or semarid reDon. The flora conf~rmsthis idea,
for it is of a highly specialued desert type and with southern affinities.
Even the insects found with the remams of the ground sloth in the
recently investigated cave near Las Vegas, Nevada, though supposedly
of late Pleistocene onmn, therefore thousands of years old, are the same
as those now to be found m the Immediate neighborhood, showmg that
conditions have not matenally changed there in recent geological txnes.
We have stated that the msect fauna is an old one, but how old we can
only s u n s e . According to the geologsts, North and South Amenca,
whlch were previously separated, were joined by a Central Amerlcan
isthmus during the Oligocene or early mocene epoch. The Great Basm
which had previously been a sea, had also been uplifted dunng l a t i
Cretaceous tunes, so that the way was clear for the flow of a certam
amount of the Neotropical fauna north into the southern part of North
America."
An analysis of Dr. V a n Dyke's acbvibes as a n entomoloest
reveals that practically all of hls w n t m g and descnbmg of Coleoptera
was done after he was fifty years old T h e Leng Catalogue, 1920,
lists but about h r t y - e i g h t specles and one genus n h i c h he had described u p to that date Supplements to thx catalogue and recent
literature shows that h e concentrated his efforts mainly on five families, since, he described four-hundred thirty-slx specles m the Carabidae (IIO), Meloidae (31), Elatendae (94), Bupestidae (51), and
Curculionidae (150). T h e balance of specles h e descnbed, 163, a r e
contained in twenty-nine other farmlies of North American beetles.
He once told me that his first love was the Carabidae and that he
considered he was best prepared to deal critically with this famlly
In spite of this h e probably made his greatest c o n t r i b u ~ o nto the
classification of the broad-nose weevils of western America. In five
papers o n the subfamily Brachyrhininae, 1934-1936, he has eluddated and greatly extended our knowledge of these beetles. These
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studies are indispensable when dealing with this section of weevils
since they contain keys, the descriptions of nine new genera and fifty
new species of western weevils. His critical study of the species assigned to LeConte's genus Dyslobus proved to be very timely and has
resulted in much interest being taken in the group. Dr. Van Dyke
also described more than sixty species of weevils from the Polynesian
island^.^ He was the author of one hundred fifty-three papers according to the compilation prepared by Mr. Hugh B. Leech.O His final
major contribution was on "The Coleoptera of the Galapagos Islands,"
which was recently published as Number 22 of the Occasional Papers
of the California Academy of Sciences, 181 pages, 1953. In this study
he described eighty-four new specie-twenty-four
of which are
tenebrionids.
Dr. Van Dyke was one of the founders and practically the father
of the Pacific Coast Entomological Society. He was president of the
society from 1908 to 1931. He was active in the establishment of
the Pan-Pacific Entomologist in 1924. He was a real friend to all
students of the insects, especially young budding entomologists. More
than a half dozen active leading Coleopterists received their first inspiration and training under Professor Van Dyke.
West Coast students of Coleoptera will ever be indebted to Edwin
C. Van Dyke because of his leadership as a teacher, his critical
studies of the Coleoptera and his unbounding enthusiasm and energy
in helping to build at the California Academy of Sciences the most
outstanding collection of Coleoptera from western America extent
today.
(5)

(6)

Bmnlca P =hop

Museum B d e t m s No 98 113 142 Bernice P Elshop M ~ u c u m
Occasional papers: VOI 13. NO 4 ROC ~ a & a i i a <Ento &c VOI 5. pp is-50
Essig. E. 0 Edwia Ccoper Van Dyke. Pan-PacificEnta Vol 29. No 2 pp 72-97.
(89-97).
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